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NEW SPIRITUAL MEMOIR BRINGS LAY MISSION WORK TO THE FOREFRONT OF SERVING GOD AND THE CHURCH
GREENDALE, WI. – Orbis Books recently published In God’s Womb, a book by Edwina Gateley, describing the spiritual journey that led a young, faithful Catholic girl through lay mission work and on to becoming a modern mystic, poet, artist, writer and religious educator. In God’s Womb has been favorably reviewed by John Dear, S.J.; Richard Rohr, O.F.M.; Helen Prejean, C.S.J.; and Miriam Therese Winter, M.M.S. 
In her 13th book, Gateley tells readers about her devotion to God and the Church at a very young age. During her passage from childhood to adulthood, she felt a profound calling – to become a missionary. She obtained certification to teach from the Catholic College in Manchester, England and headed to Africa. While in Uganda for three years, she realized the importance of living with and accompanying the poor and those who have been abandoned, such as the residents of a leper colony she visited. Upon her return, she founded the Volunteer Missionary Movement. Gateley writes, “Mission, indeed, was not just for priests and religious! The Catholic Church had not yet tapped into the gifts of the laity. We had been shortchanging God.”
Ten years later, Gateley spent time in solitude, a three-month hermitage in the Sahara Desert, to realize another calling. She must go to the U.S. and help another group abandoned and alone: the prostitutes living on the streets of Chicago. There, she discovered a need to provide help, support and shelter to these forgotten children of God. Edwina explains, “The streets of Chicago became my church. My congregation was made up of the winos, the drug addicts, the homeless and the prostitutes. Every encounter, every moment…became for me, Eucharistic events. I knew that God was there.” She opened Genesis House, a place for women recovering from prostitution. Today, she continues her work with women in prostitution through Sophia’s Circle. 
This spiritual autobiography uses poetry and prose to illustrate Gateley’s journey, one that includes an extensive Catholic education with a Theology degree from the Catholic Theological Union. It also includes the experience of motherhood (the adoption of her son in 1992) and reaching out to the public with retreats and conferences. While her public speaking covers a 
- more -

variety of topics, she continues to insist, “We must rise up, again and again, to continue stumbling faithfully toward God.” Gateley has received over fifteen awards. Most recently, she was honored with the 2009 Isaac Hecker Award for Social Justice in Boston, MA.
Since 1969, The Volunteer Missionary Movement (VMM), an international Christian lay volunteer organization, has sent over 2,000 missioners to live in the communities they serve in 26 countries and on five continents.  Serving for two years or more, these missioners  are committed to promoting equality, empowering sustainable human development, and challenging unjust and oppressive social structures to inspire “the transformation of all things in Christ.” (Phil.3:21; Eph. 1:10,22;2:21,4:14)

To review a copy or schedule an interview, contact Rheanna Smith at the Volunteer Missionary Movement. In God’s Womb can be purchased at www.edwinagateley.com/books. For more information about Edwina Gateley or VMM, visit www.vmmusa.org or www.edwinagateley.com. 
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